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Greetings from John Campbell, President 

After a blazing stretch of real August 

summer, we are finally getting cool nights 
and pleasant days here in West Virginia. 

As I write this, the local university started 
classes this week, and public schools have 
been going for a bit. Church activities are 

in full swing, and it’s good to return to our 
usual full schedule. It finally feels like fall. 

In some ways the week at Green Lake 

seems like it was a long time ago, and 
then again like it was just last week. In 

the midst of the hustle-bustle of fall start-
up, sometimes I close my eyes for a mi-
nute and return to a tranquil lakeside; 

and then, refreshed, I jump back into the 
fray.  

What did you bring back from Green 
Lake? My Chancel Choir has started on a 
couple of anthems I found there in the 

reading sessions, and more is to come. 
Some of the rehearsal techniques Gene 
Peterson and Eric Allen used with the 

adult choir and orchestra will find their 
way into my rehearsals. My handbell choir 

benefits from the renewed enthusiasm of 
our members who attended. The friend-
ships that were made and strengthened, 

the spiritual renewal of worship—both 
corporate and alone—and much else, were 
of personal benefit and make me a more 

effective minister, I hope. 
Here’s a challenge for you: if you en-

joyed Green Lake as much as I hope you 

did, who should come with you next 

year? I have returned with specific indi-

viduals in mind that I will target to invite 

and, if need be, badger—there’s a good 
Wisconsin image!—to join us. Some of 
these are active in the music ministry, and 

their improved skills and enthusiasm will 
radiate throughout the church. Others 
have been to Green Lake a long time ago 

and remember it fondly, and they need to 
return; such a trip might bring them back 

into regular participation in the music 
ministry. I even have a couple of names of 
folks who, if they would go with us to 

Green Lake, would be ambassadors for the 
music ministry in the church at large, even 

though their personal gifts are not espe-
cially in music, though they appreciate 
what we do.  

One other group that I have invited be-
fore and will invite again is church musi-
cians in neighboring churches. Our confer-
ence is both ecumenical and economical 

when compared to similar conferences by 

other denominational entities. Do you have 
friends in other churches who would enjoy 
and benefit from our Conference for 

Church Musicians? Invite them! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 

with all of you, 

 
John 

FABM Group on Facebook 

Danielle Hartman has created a FABM group on Facebook called FABM Conference for 

Church Musicians at Green Lake Conference Center. The group is a closed group, which 
just means that not anybody off of the internet can read the posts. We’re not trying to 

keep people out of course...  you can be added by someone already in the group or you 

might need to answer a couple of short questions before approval.  

The group can be used for sharing things and staying connected throughout the year.  
Feel free to post picture, ask questions, share things that are going on in your personal or 

church life, or even prayer requests. 
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We had a great Conference for Church 

Musicians 2019! 

If you were unable to be with us here are 

some highlights! 

 We had a total of 192 registrations 

 We gave 3 scholarships 
 Green Lake Conference Center 

closed their Children’s Center 

 Bills are still coming in, but with 
most of them done our financial 

closing is the best it’s been in 3 
years. 

 FABM office has moved to… 

         4430 Posthorn Court 
         Columbus, IN 47203 

         812-371-5390 
 The Lending Library is now closed 
 The Board decided to go to a    Pat-

ronage support system beginning 

January 1, 2020 

Instead of receiving a Membership Letter 
late this year, you will be receiving a letter 

asking you to become a Patron of FABM. 
Perhaps your church, your business, your 
family, etc. would like to contribute. You 

can do this the first of 2020 and your 
name and level of donation will be includ-

ed in the Book of Information everyone 
gets at the conference. Watch for more    

information later this year. 

Lento ($0—$49) 

Andante ($50—$99) 

Allegretto ($100—$249) 

Allegro ($250—$499) 

Vivace ($500—$999) 

Presto ($1,000 up) 

A Note from Joyce Crowder, Executive Secretary 

A Message from Carol Giesbrecht,                   
President-Elect/Treasurer 

The sounds of this past summer’s confer-

ence still echo in my ears and in my 
heart!  What a treat for the soul. There 

was such an atmosphere of caring and 
striving for excellence.  The worship on 
Tuesday night, the sharing by the bells, 

the children, youth and orchestra culmi-
nating with the adults on Friday night 
were all memorable. They made me imme-

diately think about what might wait for us 
next summer.  

 
One of the most important aspects of this 
year’s conference was sharing it with a rel-

atively new young family. It helped me to 
look at the many important workshops 

and activities we offer through new eyes. 
Those of us who have come for many years 
take this richness for granted and don’t 

realize how special our conference is. Our 
clinicians are approachable and table con-

versations are interesting. Together we 

show that we care deeply about the minis-
try we have collectively and individually.  

 
It makes me think about how important it 
is that we share our conference with oth-

ers. Who will I bring next year?  How can I 
best spread the word about our Confer-
ence for Church Musicians?  What can I 

do to make sure that the conference not 
only survives but thrives?   

 
As you begin your fall season please know 
that you will be in my prayers. May you 

experience joy in your ministry.  May you 
have wisdom and patience as you deal 

with difficulties. May something from the 
conference assist you in navigating your 
season. Above all, may you realize that 

you are serving the almighty God. May the 
music begin.  



FABM Youth:   

What in the World Were They Up To? 
FABM Youth “rocked the casbah” all 

week long at Green Lake this summer!  
We learned obnoxious 80s slang, fash-

ion photography, gross food combina-
tions, and creative ways to wake people 
up in the morning.  We matured and 

took on new responsibilities by keeping 
track of our meal tickets and room keys 
(mostly).   We over-indulged on ice 

cream at Kraft and then burned it off 
trekking back up the hill to Lone Tree.  

We survived skeeters, storms, and 
sleeplessness.  But there was so much 

more…  

Music was the anchor in our week and 
our clinician Katelyn Larson brought so 

much life, joy, and energy to our re-
hearsals.  It carried over into all of our 
activities.  This year we chose to focus 

our Bible studies on the choral pieces 
we sang.  We looked at the scriptural 

references, the meaning of the lyrics, 
the spiritual ideas and applications, and 
the message that we delivered with the 

song.  We truly enjoyed sharing our ex-
perience on Friday, not just by singing 

our music, but by writing the introduc-
tions to each piece as well as visually 
expressing their messages through title 

cards/posters displayed during our 

presentation. 

Craziness carried through the afternoons and 
evenings as well.  We played Wacky Whiffle-

ball,  Radioactive Renegade, Extreme Rock-
Paper-Scissors, Deathball, and other active 
games.  Our evening activities included Mad 

Scientist, trivia night, movies, swimming, and 
a talent show.  This helped us to escape our 

routines, get out of our comfort zones, build 

new friendships and strengthen old ones. 

During the week, we focused on five priorities 
for our life together: safety, fun, openness, in-
clusiveness, and togetherness.  Each night 

during “Wind Down” we tried to evaluate how 
we were doing in those areas, where we were 

strong and how we could improve.  We re-
flected on the day’s activities, received gifts 
from secret pals, and lifted one another in 

prayer.  We closed our week  with commun-
ion at the lakefront and a meaningful time of 
encouragement and sharing of how God had 

been at work within and among us at Green 

Lake.  

Check out the FABM Facebook page for pic-

tures of all the fun and fellowship!  Next year 

will be even MORE awesome and one you 

won’t want to miss!                                     

Rob and Cindy White, Youth Coordinators 
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Conference for Church Children Musicians 2019 will be one to be remembered.  Working 

with Terry Taylor was, and will continue to be, a blessing to many.  From blending a wide 
age range of musicians to trying out new curriculum, it will be a week remembered fondly 

by those who were there.  While centered around music, the learning and growth didn’t 
stop there.  We met new friends, expanded our comfort zones, learned to identify a friend 
who might be lonely or need help, and learned when to have fun and when to get to 

work.  The connections that were made will continue to grow year after year by those who 
attend and will continue to strengthen the foundation of their relationship with 
Christ.  Prayerfully consider a child in your life that would benefit from a week of learning, 

singing, worshiping, and foundation strengthening to join you at the Conference for 
Church Musicians next year! 

Breanne Vogelpohl, Children’s Coordinator 

Children Division 



It was an interesting week for me participating in the Conference for Church Musicians, 

especially since I typically classify myself as a non-musical person.  But I thought I would 
share with you just one of the ways the conference continues to influence me even back 
home. 

During our worship times, John Campbell introduced us to the idea of A Cappella Sunday.  
FABM is one of the supporting organizations for this event which focuses on congregation-
al singing and is held on the first Sunday in Lent (March 1, 2020).  

John’s words still echo in my mind: This Sunday is an opportunity to emphasize the voice 
of the believer as a primary instrument of praise to God. WE are God’s Instruments! This 

got the wheels turning in my mind and my spirit and prompted a vision for an entire Len-
ten worship theme.  I lay awake at night thinking of all of the different ways that we as be-
lievers are instruments to be used of God in so many different ways.  Right now this is just 

a sketch or outline of what I have thought out.  God likely will change it further as the 
weeks move on (after all, most of us haven’t even thought about Advent yet!).  Still, this 

might get your mind and spirit moving to consider how God wants to use YOU as His in-
strument and perhaps how you can integrate A Cappella Sunday into your personal and 
congregational life. 

   
Lenten theme - We Are God’s Instruments 
 
God’s Instruments: 

Lent 1 - For Praise (A Cappella Sunday)  

Isaiah 43:21; Psalm 96 or 100 
 

Lent 2 - For Peace (St Francis of Assisi)  
Ephesians 2:10-18 and 4:1-6; 1 Peter 3:11, Matt 5:9, 2 Cor. 13:11 
Emphasis on unity and reconciliation  
 

Lent 3 - For Healing  

Luke 9:1-9, James 5:13-16 
Focus on physical, emotional, spiritual healing.  Healing relationships focused more in 

week 2. 
 

Lent 4 - For Change 
Luke 13:18-21, Matthew 13:31-33 
How to transform the world around us  
 

Lent 5 - For Righteousness  
Romans 6:11-23 
Holiness, Measuring/evaluating our spiritual lives 
 

Palm Sunday - Choir Cantata 
 

EASTER - For Proclamation  

Acts 9:1-31, esp. v15; Matthew 28:1-10 
Call of Saul and women at the tomb. We are called to proclaim the risen Christ to the 

world. 
 

https://congregationalsong.org/event/a-cappella-sunday-2020/ -resources  

      Cindy White, Youth Coordinator 

A Cappella Sunday 
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https://congregationalsong.org/event/a-cappella-sunday-2020/


 

Page 6 



For the past 55 years, FABM has helped church    

musicians make their ministry meaningful and       

effective.   

4430 Post Horn Court 
Columbus, IN 47203  

Fellowship of 

American 

Baptist 

Musicians 

E-mail: 
fabm.webmaster@gmail.com 

  

We’re on the 

web!  

www.fabm.com 

FABM Board 

President: John Campbell 
President-Elect/Treasurer: Carol Giesbrecht 

Secretary:  Carla Williams 
Executive Secretary: Joyce Crowder 

 

FABM—Fellowship of American Baptist Musicians 

 

(to access the FABM Facebook page, place your cursor on the words above, then 

while holding down the Ctrl key press the left mouse button) 

https://www.facebook.com/FABMmusic

