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sweet strains that floated through the air contin-
ue to encourage our hearts and spirits as we 
serve in our various congregations.  Thank you so 
much for being a part of the FABM family – and 
be sure to mark July 15-21, 2018 on your calen-
dars for our next Conference. 
 
There is an exciting lineup in place for next sum-
mer and the anticipation of being together with 
them for the week is a genuine delight!  Here is 
the leadership for 2018: 

Dear FABM family, 
It’s only been a few weeks since we were to-
gether at the beautiful Green Lake Confer-
ence center.  The sounds of the children, our 
young people, the orchestra, handbells, key-
boards, worship, and reading sessions still 
echo in our minds and spirits.  We are grate-
ful to God for His many blessings during 
that week – and for the opportunities we had 
to share, worship, and learn together.  The 
laughter, the learning, the fellowship, the 
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spirit through the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through His gift of music and through our deep 
desire to be in faithful service to Him and His 
Church.  For those of us who are able to attend 
each summer, it feels like coming home each time 
we pass through the gates at Green Lake Confer-
ence Center.  We remember the many times of 
learning, inspiration and joy that we experienced 
here.  We cannot forget the many times we en-
countered the Lord in this place:  in our worship, 
through the sessions we shared and in the con-
versations that we had.  For our first-year Confer-
ees, we hope that you know first-hand how spe-

cial this place is and how special our time togeth-
er becomes each year. 
 
I would be amiss in failing to acknowledge the 
wonderful leadership of Past President Jan     
Corrothers.  Thank you, Jan for everything you 
have done to bless the ministry of FABM!  We are 
grateful to her and also to the many volunteers, 
coordinators, liaisons, and workers who made the 
week run so smoothly.  Our deepest gratitude to 
each of you!  Dr. John Campbell has just joined 
our board and we look forward to his wisdom and 
guidance as we serve together. 
 
Many of us will begin a new season of ministry in 
just a few days.  As you plan, rehearse and     
prepare, please know that we keep you in our 
prayers as you lead and serve in every way in 
which you are called.  It is our hope that the    
experiences you had this summer will provide 
great blessings to your choirs and congregations 
as you continue in faithful service to our God and 
Savior through His wonderful gift of music.  God’s 
grace and peace be with us all! 
 
Soli Deo Gloria! 
Mike 

 
Rev. Michael Waltenberger 
Minister of Music 
First Baptist Church, Decatur. IL 
President 
Fellowship of American Baptist Musicians 
mwaltenberger@comcast.net 
   

You can read their extensive biographical 
information on our website:  www.fabm.com.  
Each of them bring a wealth of information 
and myriad skills to our Conference.  I     
believe you will be blessed by their leader-
ship—and doubly blessed as you have op-
portunity for personal connections.  One of 
the joys of our week together is interaction 
with the Clinicians throughout our time    
together.  Meal times, reading sessions,     
between sessions, and at the evening events 
become opportunities in which we can share 
our stories and glean from one another. 

 
Your FABM Board will come together in late 
September and continue work on the details 
for the 2018 Conference.  As we shared this 
summer, we are trying some new things in 
our schedule which will allow us to continue 
offering the finest church music conference 
experience possible and also be good      
stewards of the resources that each of our 
Clinicians bring.  We covet your prayers as 
we work on some of the adjustments that 
are needed and as we seek to stay current 
with the needs of all our Conferees.  With 
such varied programs, ministries and needs 
in our congregations, it is necessary to ex-
amine new opportunities as we seek to be 
viable, inspirational and relevant in this  
decade.  Your Board works tirelessly to    
provide a Conference that continually offers 
fresh teaching and inspiration that will bless 
us as we serve our local congregations.  The 
input and feedback that you give us is so 
very important as we plan and prepare for 
each event.  We are always grateful for your 
insights and appreciate the support and    
direction that you give in our planning.  
Please feel free to contact any of us with 

your thoughts and suggestions. 
 
FABM is such a family.  Each summer feels 
like a reunion where we welcome all of our 
newcomers into the fold and rejoice in seeing 
beloved friends we have known for years.  
While we are different, coming with varied 
needs, ideas and passions, we are united in 

Greetings from President Michael Waltenberger (continued) 
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Then I heard every creature in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth and in the sea, and 
all that is in them, singing, 
“To the one seated on the throne and to the 

Lamb be blessing and honor and  

glory and might forever and ever!” 

 
I once heard a college professor tell his fresh-
man choir, “There are only two things that we 
will take with us from this world into the next:  
friendships and music.” 
 
That sounds to me a great deal like the Confer-

ence for Church Musicians. 
 
I firmly believe—and I bet many of you will 
agree—that music gives us a taste of heaven.  I 
know I experienced that at Green Lake this 
summer.  Did you?  Now the question is:  what 
will we do with it? 
 
I’m putting what I learned and experienced to 
work.  I know I am re-energized in my own 
ministry by my time in Green Lake.  It was in-
vigorating on a spiritual as well as musical lev-
el.  It was so lovely to join in worship without 
having to be in charge, to experience and enjoy 
the creativity others brought to our worship 
times. 
 
My own creativity was challenged and re-
freshed.  Ideas have been popping ever since 
our Wisconsin trip. 
 
I found resources there that are already on my 
worship schedule here for the fall, and into the 
spring.  My choirs and handbells and instru-
mental ensemble will have a wider variety of 
music and combinations of music-makers be-
cause of Green Lake.  I am convinced the 

church will be led into deeper worship times 
for it. 
 
The people who came with me from my church 
are also re-invigorated by their Green Lake ex-
perience, and that energy ripples throughout 
the music ministry and the church!   
 
I am deeply grateful for the many, many people 
who gave their time and labor to make our 

Musings from President-Elect/Treasurer 
John Campbell 

week at Green Lake happen:  clinicians, wor-
ship leaders, tech support personnel, work-
shop and ensemble coordinators, behind-the-
scenes workers, your FABM leadership, the 
good Green Lake Conference Center folks. 
 
I am deeply grateful for the many friends, old 
and new, I got to spend time with at Green 
Lake this year.  Our fellowship was not only 
enjoyable, it was a warm-up for heaven. 
 
Most of all, I am deeply grateful for the One 
who inspires music and friendships such as 

we have through FABM.  Thanks be to God! 
 
Since you are reading this, you probably know 
something of the joy of the Green Lake confer-
ence first-hand.  Don’t keep it to yourself! 

 Share your experiences with your 
church.  Your music ministry will be en-
riched and inspired through the widest 
possible participation in our Green Lake 
conference by your people. 

 Share your experiences with music col-

leagues in other churches.  I love the 
ecumenical atmosphere at our confer-
ence; we are all richer for it.  Green 
Lake has something to offer a wide 
range of churches. 

 Share your experiences with your local 

denominational folks, especially if you 
are ABC.  If they don’t know about 
FABM, they can’t talk about FABM. 

 Are your pictures up on Facebook yet? 

 
Plan now for next summer’s taste of heaven—
the Conference for Church Musicians at Green 
Lake, July 15-21, 2018. 
 

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth and in the sea, and 
all that is in them, singing, “To the one seated 
on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and 
honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
 
Amen. 

Dr. John W. Campbell 
President-Elect 

johnc@fifthavenuebaptist.org 
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