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Spring Greetings, Dear FABM Family and Friends! 

 

As I write to you, the birds are singing a new song, temperatures are rising and 

the trees are bursting forth in color.  Of course, along with the beauty of the sea-

son is the responsibility of weeds that need pulled, grass that needs mowed and 

deck furniture that needs cleaned!  It is a glorious time, though, isn’t it?  It is a 

time of promise, hope and renewal, much like the time we will soon spend to-

gether in Green Lake! 

 

For those who will be attending our conference for the first time, allow me to 

highlight what you can expect to experience during your week at the lake: 

 

 multiple opportunities to learn from the nation’s leading experts in their 

field 

 daily worship that will draw you closer to the Lord and renew your spirit 

in creative ways 

 daily repertoire reading sessions from varying publishers, led by out-

standing composers and conductors 

 inspiring ensemble rehearsals in the areas of choral, handbells, brass, 

woodwinds and flutes 

 a sacred place to form friendships and make incredible music together 

that will nourish your soul and deepen your relationship with God and 

with one another 

 

For our returning conferees, these same opportunities and experiences will be 

yours as well, and you will be able to encourage our first time guests to be inten-

tional in carving out personal time in their daily schedule to be still and enjoy the 

beauty of the grounds as needed. 

 

Sunday evening’s opening celebration will be very special, as our Piano Clini-

cian, Mark Hayes, will lead a conference-wide hymn sing with several of our 

wonderful instrumentalists.  We will briefly reflect on last year’s fabulous 50th 

anniversary celebration, and immediately launch into year 51 by introducing you 

to our incredible leadership for 2016 and spending intentional time in prayer 

over our week together.  Come with hearts and minds open to the leading of our 

Lord.  He is most worthy of our song. 

 

Jan Corrothers 

President 
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A Note from President-Elect/Treasurer Michael Waltenberger 

It’s hard to believe that in less than 

90 days we will gather together for 

the Conference for Church Musi-

cians.  An outstanding Leadership 

Team has been assembled and 

much preparation has already tak-

en place for you to experience a 

week of inspiration and renewal.  

President Jan Corrothers has done 

an outstanding job in designing a 

week that will bless your life—

whether you are a faithful volun-

teer in music ministry or engaged 

full-time.  You will find many 

events—from rehearsals with Tim 

Sharp, to reading sessions from 

top publishing companies and eve-

rything in between—that will 

speak to the needs of today’s mu-

sic and worship leaders.  It will 

also be a time for you to experi-

ence being “the person on the 

pew” - where you will be able to 

focus your energy upon the pres-

ence of God and His hand upon 

your life and work. 
 

The FABM Conference is also a 

family event; there are choirs for 

children (elementary and middle 

school) and High school youth, 

handbell tracks for all ages, and 

orchestra for capable youth and 

adults.  Keyboardists will benefit 

from Sue Mitchell-Wallace’s 

teaching as well as renowned com-

poser/pianist Mark Hayes’ work-

shops.  Rev. Anne Scalfaro, senior 

pastor from Calvary Baptist 

Church, Denver, CO, will lead us 

through our worship experiences.  

Sondra Tucker takes the baton 

with our bell choirs, and Keith 

Christopher will lead our Confer-

ence Orchestra.  Michael Engel-

hardt takes charge of our youth 

and Melissa Malvar-Keylock will 

direct our children/middle school 

choirs. 
 

You will have the opportunity to 

interact with these dedicated direc-

tors and leaders throughout the 

week as we share in rehearsals and 

workshop times.  The workshops 

include a wide range of topics and 

cover current needs in music min-

istry today.  You’ll also experience 

new choral releases from seven 

major publishing houses which is 

a great boost in your Fall and 

Spring music planning. 
 

Your participating in FABM also 

give you access to the FABM 

Lending Library, which houses 

over 400 choral anthems.  More 

information about the Library is 

on our website at www.fabm.com. 
 

Have you been following us on 

Facebook?  We would love to post 

your pictures and share special 

memories from prior conferences.  

Please send your pic-

tures/information to mwalten-

berger@comcast.net and we will 

update the page with your photos.  

You will find your conference 

listed in “The American Organist” 

magazine, on JW Pepper’s website 

(www.jwpepper.com) and through 

the American Choral Directors’ 

Association.  Watch for a special 

email blitz from ACDA later this 

month. 
 

You may have already seen infor-

mation about the Conference on 

your regional ABC websites and 

newsletters.  ABC/GRR, ABC/IN-

KY, ABC/Ohio, ABCOPAD, 

AMB/WVa, ABC/MI, 

ABC/Central Region, ABC/WI, 

and ABC/MidAmerica received 

information and advertisements 

for the event.  Take a look around 

and let us know where you have 

found us!  We are so grateful for 

the regional offices and their kind 

assistance! 
 

Check out our website at 

www.fabm.com.  You will find 

extensive bios about the Clini-

cians and other helpful infor-

mation and current updates about 

the Conference. 
 

We look forward to being with 

you in July!  See you at the lake! 
 

Michael Waltenberger 

President-Elect/Treasurer 
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A Note from Executive Secretary Joyce Crowder 

Dear Family and Friends of FABM: 

I can’t believe that we are only a few short weeks away from meeting at the beautiful shores of Green Lake.  

I, along with all the Board, are praying that you are staying healthy and strong, that your ministry is sharing 

Christ in ways you never imagined and that you are ready to worship, pray, and make glorious music in July.  

I thought it might be helpful to share some information about deadlines, so you can get everything together in 

a timely fashion. 

 Scholarship applications must be postmarked by May 1.  Remember that you are eligible to apply if 

you are a member and if you have not received it before.  There are scholarships available for all ages. 

 All of the rooms, camp sites, houses, etc. at the Conference will be off of the “Held” block on May 1.  

If you have not made your reservation, you need to do that very soon to be able to get the rooms we 

reserved for our conference.  Rooms might still be available after May 1, but others will be able to pick 

them up whether or not they are attending our conference. 

 You have the option of a 3 day meal ticket OR a 2 day meal ticket (without breakfast) but you need to 

tell them which one you prefer when you make your reservation.  This is a special option for our con-

ference. 

 If you are staying off grounds during the conference, you need to pay a $6.00 per person per day fee to 

Green Lake Conference Center.  You would pay that directly to GLCC at the Kraft Desk.  This is done 

on an honorary system and FABM does not manage this. 

 Youth will be staying at Lone Tree Lodge—there is a maximum of 39 beds and it’s available on a first 

come/first serve basis.  This includes the FABM staff.  Please make these reservations soon. 

 Registration for our conference is Sunday afternoon, July 17, with opening celebration at 7:15pm in 

Pillsbury.  If you come for the week, you’ll be making a reservation from July 17—July 23 with the 

first meal being dinner and the last meal being breakfast.  You are able to change that, but be sure to do 

that when you make a reservation. 

 FABM Conference registration is separate from your room/board reservations and needs to be post-

marked by June 15.  If not, an additional late fee of $50 will be added. 
 

SO, are we ready?  The Board is currently putting together all the details and more information should appear 

on the website in about 2-3 weeks including workshops, schedules, etc.  I don’t know about all of you, but 

I’m ready for a time of renewal, worship, new insights, fellowship, making new friends and enjoying God’s 

creation with the gift of music.  It couldn’t be better than that. 
 

Blessings, 

Joyce Crowder 

Executive Secretary 



Workshops 

Check out a few of the 2016 workshops being offered at the conference: 

 

How to Plan and Rehearse for Contemporary Worship—Mike Engelhardt 

A discussion of various online resources, tips, and philosophical foundations for success.  Practical, proven 

ideas that will hopefully spark a lively conversation. 

 

The Art of Being Grateful—Mark Hayes 

Explore the spiritual principle of gratitude in your life.  See how it can transform your everyday life, your 

faith walk and your music ministry.  Although this is a non-music workshop per se, it will be experiential in 

nature and include some music.  Come expecting to be transformed. 

 

Creative Worship Planning as Collaborative Colleagues—Anne Scalfaro and Kevin Padworski 

Through 8 years of ministry together, we have created a collaborative approach to worship planning that is 

intentional, liturgical, creative, and fun.  In this workshop, we’ll share with you our worship planning process, 

examples of creative rituals and ideas for special seasons, as well as talk candidly about how we’ve created a 

relationship of trust, mutual respect, and compromise as colleagues who have two very different skill sets and 

perspectives but who are better at what we do because we do it together.  The workshop will conclude with a 

time for Q&A and for you to share your ideas and experiences with us. 

 

Ringing With Style—Sondra Tucker 

Learn to apply techniques from keyboard and choral genres to make your presentations nuanced and musical. 
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For the past 51 years, FABM has helped church    

musicians make their ministry meaningful and       

effective.   

3300 Fairlawn Dr 

     Columbus, IN 47203  

Fellowship of 

American 

Baptist 

Musicians 

E-mail: 
fabm.webmaster@gmail.com 

  

We’re on the 

web!  

www.fabm.com 

FABM Board 

President: Jan Corrothers 
President-Elect/Treasurer: Michael Waltenberger 

Secretary:  Carla Williams 
Executive Secretary: Joyce Crowder 

 

FABM—Fellowship of American Baptist Musicians 

 

(to access the FABM Facebook page, place your cursor on the words above, then 

while holding down the Ctrl key press the left mouse button) 

https://www.facebook.com/FABMmusic

